Asterias Swedish Vallhunds                           

Dana Reid
4040 Sherrard Rd
Hood River, OR  97031

350-888-6390

Dana.reid11@gmail.com
Thank you for inquiring about my litter of puppies, and for taking the time to fill out this questionnaire.  The match between puppy and owner is very important to me, and I want you to have a puppy with the potential to meet the needs of your lifestyle and home.  Should I not have the right type of puppy for you I will attempt to refer you to another breeder.  Please take your time, and feel free to add additional information that would help me understand your needs in a puppy. 

  

Please be honest with yourself, as well as with me, about what you really need and want in a dog; not what you think I want to hear.  Some dogs are just better suited for some lifestyles and homes than others.  I will do my best to work with you, but I can only help make selections based on our communication and the information you share with me.  Life expectancy for these dogs is about twelve to sixteen years, and I want those years to be good for both you, and the dog.

  

All my dogs are house dogs.  Swedish Vallhunds can make wonderful companions, but they need training, and plenty of outlets for their drive.  I love active, intelligent dogs that want to be with me, however, this does not make them easy to live with all the time.  Some dogs in each litter will have less or more of these characteristics.

An eight-week old puppy is not an adult dog.  What this puppy will become is heavily influenced by how it is raised.  During their stay with me I will do my best to give the puppies an excellent start by using Early Neuro Stimulation (ENS), Puppy Culture/Avi Dog principles.  That said many experts feel that more than 50% of what an adult dog becomes has do to with their experiences after eight weeks of age.  If you tell me, you want a dog that is crazy to play tug or fetch, it may show great promise at eight weeks.  It is the time and effort you put into training your puppy, once it goes home, that makes the bigger difference as that puppy matures.  As many accomplished trainers will tell you, “We get the dog we trained.”

Health issues are of primary consideration in planning any breeding.  All health clearances recommended by the SVCA have been performed and passed by both parents.   For further information on these, or any other health issues, please feel free to contact me.  I have reference materials on many health subjects that I would like to share, and copies of all health clearances for each of the parents will be provided to you.

In regards to health testing, here are details of each test:

OFA (Orthopedic Foundation for Animals) certification numbers for hips and shoulders and elbows. An OFA number indicates that a dog has been evaluated by x-ray by the OFA and found to show no signs of having Hip Dysplasia at age 24 months or older.   Passing OFA ratings for hips will indicate whether the dog’s hip structure has been found to be “Excellent, “Good” or “Fair”.  OFA also evaluates elbow x-rays and rates elbows as “Normal”  if no indication of elbow dysplasia is found.  Elbows and Shoulders are rated by the OFA only on a pass/fail basis (i.e. normal or failing).

CERF (Canine Eye Registration Foundation) or OFA eye exam.  All breeding dogs should have an annual CERF examination.   A CERF exam is only good for one year and can only be done by a board-certified ophthalmologist.   A CERF exam can detect such problems as cataracts, Persistent Pupillary membrane, retinal problems, and other congenital ocular anomalies. We also test for the Vallhund version of PRA through Wisdom or Animal Diagnostic laboratories.  

PENNHIP  is another method of evaluating hip health. This technique measures hip laxity with a value called "distraction index" or DI. The lower the laxity, the less chance there is to develop hip dysplasia. The laxity of the tested dog is compared to all other dogs of the same breed and based on the DI all dogs of the breed are ranked in a percentile.

Date of questionnaire: 

Name: 
Address: 
City, State, zip code:
Phone (home):                               (cell or work):   
Email address: 

Is this a house, apartment, condo, acreage?                    Do you rent or own? 
If you rent, please list landlord’s name and phone number: 
What types of flooring are in your home (carpet, wood, etc?)

Occupation & place of employment? 

Work Schedule (hours and days)?      
How far is your commute to and from work?

How did you learn about me? 

What are your thoughts around spaying or neutering a dog?


Please list family members of household, and their ages, including you: 

Excluding children listed above, please list any children and ages you’d expect to interact with your puppy.

Have you ever owned a dog?  If yes, how many & what breed(s)? If not, why not? 

What happened to those dogs previously owned? 
Have you raised a puppy (of any breed) before?  If so, when was your last puppy? 

Please list breed/age/sex of dogs that will share a household with a new puppy.   

Are they spayed or neutered?

Are there dogs of close friends or other family members that you’d expect your new puppy to interact with? If so please list details:

Do you currently own any other pets?   Yes/No            If yes, what are they and how many?

Do you have a fenced yard? 

Do you have a dog run or kennel? 

How do you plan to exercise or potty this pup/dog? 

How much time do you plan to keep your pup/dog in the house? 

In the Yard? 

In a Crate/exercise pen?
How many hours in the day/night will the pup/dog be left alone? 

Where will the pup/dog sleep? 

Where will pup/dog be while owner(s) are working? 

When the family travels?

How will you house train this puppy, especially while working? 

What type of training do you intend for this pup?
What training methods do you use? 
What will happen with the pup/dog if there is a divorce, job loss, new baby, or move?
Do you smoke?  

Have you ever used Acupuncture, Chiropractic, Holistic or any other alternative medicine with your prior or current dogs? If so what was the result?  Would you use these options in the future? 

 Do you subscribe to or read any dog magazines, newsletters, follow any trainers on social or are a member of any dog clubs? If so, please list them. 
How do you anticipate managing the prey drive (desire to chase fast moving things such as cats, rodents, bikes, children) that many Vallhunds have? 
Health checks
A.  Are you willing to have standard health checks done on your puppy when they reach 2 yrs of age?  OFA – (hip and Elbow xrays) and CERF for eyes? 

B.  If your dog does not pass one of these health checks or develops some other health issue, please explain what best describes how you will handle this outcome.  How will this impact your desire or willingness to keep the dog.  

Please list the name of your vet as a reference and include the telephone number. 

Please list any additional references: 
PLEASE Read this.
I want the right puppies in the right homes!  If you are happy, and my puppies are matched well, they are happy.  Some heart breaks can’t be avoided; this is Mother Nature not an assembly line.  But I want to do everything possible to make sure the next 12-16 years with your dog has the best possible chance to be a wonderful experience.

Puppies will not be matched up with homes until all testing and structural evaluations have been completed, at about 8 weeks of age.  With in a few weeks of being born I will have a schedule of appointments (vaccine, chip, CERF, temperament testing, structure evaluation, a chance to go see sheep/ducks may be possible– at that time a go home date can be predicted.)  

I may or may not make the final selection on pups, sometimes things are very clear, but be assured I will at the very least narrow them down.  That said, I want the final decision to be yours.  I ask puppy buyers to come pick up their puppies – I will not ship puppies in cargo to homes.  Delivery or meeting may be available. 
When you come out to pick up a puppy, and the puppy(ies) I have selected as an option for you does not seem right, there is no harm done.  I would rather you do this than take a puppy that you are not happy with.  I would never suggest I can tell you what a 5 week old puppy will grow into – they still have too much developing to do in the weeks to come! If I do not have a puppy to meet your needs based on our communication I will make this clear to you and will not place it in your home.  I know this can be disappointing, but please know this is not done with malicious intent.  It is done to try to “do right” by a situation. If I see an issue with a puppy that concerns me on how it might fit into your home, I will tell you.  Lastly, I DO NOT take deposits for the reasons mentioned above.

Have you ever owned a Swedish Vallhund before? If so, where did it come from? 

If not, how did you become interested in the breed? 

Have you ever met a Swedish Vallhund in person (Skip if you’ve owned before)?

Have you been in contact with any other breeders or on any other waiting lists? If yes, who? 

Please highlight each that applies.  I want a Vallhund for/as: 

Companion     Show     Breeding     Herding     Obedience     Agility     Therapy     

Other (explain) __________________________________________________________

Why do you think that the Swedish Vallhund is the right dog for you? 

Why would you like a dog at this time?  

Do you realize what the average purchase price for a Vallhund puppy is? 

And if so, what? 

Is there anything about you that I should know and really understand in order to help best match a puppy to you? 

What do you expect from your Vallhund’s  appearance (how important is size? male/female, looks, etc.)? 

What do you expect from your Vallhund  in temperament, personality and attitude. 

 What qualities MUST you have in the dog, or you will not be happy with that dog?

What qualities could you NOT live with in your dog – a quality that would keep you from being able to keep this dog?  Please write down any reason you can think of that would make you unable to keep the dog in the future.

From time to time I may know of young adults looking for homes.  Would you be interested in a young adult dog? If so please describe what type of dog would meet your needs. 

I am interested in placing some of my very good males on limited co-ownerships in order not to have the line lost from my small breeding program.  This would involve keeping the male intact and making him available for breeding or until I can collect frozen semen.  (On very rare occasions, we would also consider a co-ownership of females as well, please ask for more information about that.)  Would you be interested in a co-ownership?  If yes, under what situations or conditions? Co-ownerships are not required.

What do you expect from your dog’s breeder? 

 What could I, the breeder, expect from you?  

I ask puppy buyers to sign a contract (this is to ensure the puppy will be well cared for, and returned to me if you are unable or no longer willing to provide it a home).

Will this be a problem for you? 
What time frame are you looking to get a puppy? 
If or when I have a puppy available for you, how do you plan on getting your puppy home? (will you drive or fly?)
Would you ever consider an older puppy or adult dog?
Additional comments or questions: 
